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Appendix B/ Members of the Richards Family
as Shown in Table 18
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Colonization Society to become interested in the land bordering on the St.
Paul River as a site where new immigrants could settle.! His interest was in
establishing the first purely agricultural settlement. Ashmun used the arrival
of immigrants on the brig Hunter on March 13, 1825, as an excuse to seek
new territory away from Monrovia. He secured the land after some delay and
a general palaver with several African headmen. The ceded land became the
first St. Paul River settlement. Ashmun selected a few families to lay the
foundations for the new site, which he named Caldwell, in honor of the first
secretary of the American Colonization Society. The land was first occupied
on November 14, 1825. Jehudi Ashmun led the first group personally and
recorded the event while “seated on a Bamboo pallet, in a solitary native
Cabin, on the margin of the St. Paul’s.”"?

As more settlers came to Caldwell, Ashmun issued private instructions
on exactly how land was to be distributed among the families. His instruc-
tions covered other details as well. He required that the fronts of all dwelling
houses be placed on a line ten feet from the south line of Water Street, which
ran parallel to the St. Paul River. Every settler was called upon to clear the
land in front of his lot to the bank of the river; only shade trees designated
by the settlement steward were left. Ashmun also prohibited the use of
thatch for the roofing of buildings and declared that he expected no settler
to leave Caldwell for the purpose of trading.® These initial guidelines were
followed by detailed regulations concerning governance and settler responsi-
bilities. The regulations called for the election of various settlement officers
such as steward, magistrate, constable, health officer, and head farmer.?
Every male settler above the age of sixteen was required to enroll in the
militia and perform public labor as directed by the head farmer and ste-
ward.*

Dr. Richard Randall, colonial agent in 1828, visited Caldwell three
years after its founding. He was pleased with the community’s progress
and impressed that “most settlers had good houses, and all of them have
flourishing plantations of rice, cassada [sic], plantains, and potatoes, with
many other fruits, and vegetables.”® Thus Caldwell, with river transportation
to the coast, was becoming a breadbasket community for Monrovia, like the
recaptured African settlement of New Georgia. Dr. Randall recognized that
none of the Caldwell people were as prosperous as the Monrovians, who had
the advantage of commercial opportunities. He believed, nevertheless, that
their future was bright because their lands were ideal for the cultivation of
sugar and cotton.” Such optimism no doubt influenced the decision to
establish a second river settlement in 1828,

Millsburg was established by a small company of volunteers some
twenty miles upriver, near the limit of tidal navigation. As time passed, both
Caldwell and Millsburg became places of active internal trade. By 1830 a
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Table 17. Settlements Adjacent to the St. Paul River

Sertiement Founding Date
Left bank

Bensonville -
Caldwell 1825
Careysburg 1859
Crozierville 18652
Harrisburg -
Louisiana 18432

White Plains -

Right bank
Arthington 1869
Brewerville 1879
Kentucky (Clay Ashland) 1847
Millsburg 1828
Virginia 18462

Sources: Liberia Herald: Jehudi Ashmun Papers, 1826-28, and Minutes of the House of
Representatives and of the Senate—all in Archives of the Liberian Government,
Monrovia, Liberia.

aThis date is approximate.

road was opened from Millsburg to the indigenous commercial center at
Bopolu—an accomplishment that stimulated trade between settlers and
Africans.®. There were those, however, who considered trade as a short-
sighted alternative to agriculture. Dr. J. W. Anderson complained that al-
though the soil was fertile, the majority of the river settlers depended on
trade for their support. Anderson acknowledged that there was good busi-
ness for those who had the proper articles of trade (that is, tobacco, cloth,
rum, and so on), but he maintained that “there are many who would do
much better if they would turn their attention to the cultivation of their
little farms.”® What Anderson failed to fully understand was that profitable
farming required a dependable labor source, as well as crops that were valua-
ble to the international market. The local settler population was too small
to provide the sole consumer market. Both the labor source and cash crops
capable of making agriculture pay developed through a trial-and-error process.

After the establishment of Millsburg in 1828, the land on both banks of
the St. Paul River was taken up by other settlers. One new community after
another was formed by newcomers (see table 17 and map 4). The method of
settlement tended to foster a distinctive character to the upriver settlements.
Each settlement was organized first by an original pioneer company led by
individuals whose family names are still generally associated with the parti-
cular community they helped to build.

J. D. Simpson was sent to Liberia by the colonization auxiliaries of
New York and Kentucky in 1847. He was responsible for finding a location
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Map 4. St Paul River Settlements in the Nineteenth Century

suitable for settling by freed Afro-Americans from both states. Simpson
traveled up the St. Paul River and decided on this area for the proposed
settlement. After retumning to America, Simpson led a company of emi-
grants to Liberia in 1853. The Colemans, Ricks, Ashes, Lomaxes, and Hous-
tons were among the families that established Clay Ashland on the right bank
of the St. Paul River.'® One lifelong resident of the community recalled being
told that “some came here, some went to Caldwell. You know they went all

about to farm. But the first man that jumped off the boat, they tell me, in
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Clay Ashland, was named Houston-—Augustus Houston. He was on a boat
and he sprung off and said, ‘Well, I'm free!” "

In 1869 immigrants from North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia
came to Liberia on the ship Golconda. They settled in an area three miles
northwest of Millsburg that they called Arthington. The leader of the group
was Alonzo Hoggard. A separate group from Virginia, led by John Butler
Munden, came on the same ship. This company was composed of artisans
noted in America for making shingles. In 1870 they founded Brewerville to
the rear of the Virginia settlement, on the right bank of the river.}? More
companies arrived in 1870 and 1871-led by John Roulhac and Jefferson
Bracewell—-and settled in Arthington.

Family relations were just as important to the upriver settlers as they
were to the coastal people. The experiences of the Richards family of Clay
Ashland were representative of the experiences of many upriver families.
The family now spans five generations, and over one hundred fifty persons
have descended from its founding ancestor, Othello Richards (see table 18).1%

The Richards Family of Clay Ashland

Othello Richards was emancipated by his owner, Mrs. S. P. Taylor, of
Lexington, Virginia, in 1850. Othello was literate and an active Methodist
preacher. After his emancipation, Othello purchased the freedom of his wife,
Mary, and their six children. The Richards family was among the thirty-seven
emigrants from Virginia that joined a company on board the Liberia Pac-
ket.*® The vessel left Baltimore, Maryland, on July 4, 1850, on her eighth
voyage to Liberia. A case of smallpox immediately broke out among the
crew, forcing the captain to order a stop at Hampton Roads, Virginia, where
the entire company was vaccinated as a precaution against the further spread
of the disease. By July 24 the Liberia Packet finally set sail for Liberia with
“all on board in good health and spirits.”'® Othello Richards, upon reaching
Liberia, decided against remaining in Monrovia; he choose instead to establish
his home upriver in the settlement of Clay Ashland.

Othello Richards gained a reputation for piety among his neighbors in
Clay Ashland that led to his appointment as a supervisor of the Clay Ashland
circuit of the Liberia Methodist Conference in 1864.'¢ His affiliation with
the Methodist Church in Liberia began when the St. Peter’s Methodist Church
was built in Clay Ashland. Subsequent generations of the Richards family
retained loyalty to Methodism."” Othello was a deeply religious man and also
a firm believer in the importance of labor. Economic opportunity in agri-
culture was the foundation for the Richards family’s stability.
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Table 18, The Richards Family Genealogy

Wesley Morgan Richards (3) ~ 14
; F— tssue

Sarah L. Prout (4} 2

| 16
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o — 5

| Madison Houston (N |
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|

Mary Richards (2) Elizabeth Houston (8) .
E 23
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Eugenia Richards (€] 5

23

}—— Francis Asbury Richards (10) } 26

/\ [ o

Martha Travis (11)

Samuel David Richards (12)
[

30
f—— Issue
1

i
S. C. Holcomb (i3 39
- No issue
33

- 34
b— Issue
33

36
b= Issue
37

See appendix B for Richards family names through three generations.

An Act Pertaining to Bounty Land was passed by the Liberian Legis-
lature on January 9, 1857 (see appendix C).'® In 1869 President James
Spriggs Payne used his authority under this act to grant Othello Richards
forty-five acres of land at Kings Governors in the settlement of Louisiana,!?
The act enabled the Liberian government to reward citizens who performed
military service to the republic by giving them land once the service was
certified, Bounty land was only one means of acquiring real estate for upriver
settlers like Othello. All newcomers were entitled to draw a town Jot and
ample farmland (up to ten acres) and to receive a certificate from the govern-

b
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ment. “If, within two years from that date, two acres of land on the planta-
tion shall have been brought under cultivation, the town lot cleared and in-
closed. a legal house built, the said certificate may be exchanged for title
deeds of such lands, to be held, thereafter in Jee simple. 20

The government also offered the sale of public lands to settlers who
wished to make further investments in property. A land commissioner was
appointed for each county by the president. The commissioner was responsi-
ble for regulating and effecting the sale of public lands. The Act Regulating
the Sale of Public Lands established minimum prices: . .. land lying on the
margin of rivers, shall be one dollar an acre, and those lying in the interior
of the lands on the river fifty cents. Town lots each shall be thirty dollars.
except marshy, rocky and barren lots and plots of Jand which may be sold
to the highest bidder."?2! Property transference of real estate occurred in
other ways than through government programs. Individuals sold land out-
right in fee simple 1o other persons. On occasion, land was sold out of an
estate in order to pay the cutstanding debts of the deceased (see appendixes
D and E).?? Some settlers issued mortgage deeds for their Jand to secure
cash, while in other instances land was sold by order of the Court of Quarter
Sessions and Commion Pleas as part of litigation settlements.

Although the ground rules for property transfers were explicit in the
law, the actual transactions often involved conflicts and disputes. Surveying
was seldom very accurate, since few individuals had the necessary training
to do it correctly. In1856 the Liberia Herald reported that the government
was obliged to order new surveys of land in the St. Paul River area so as to

“render every part and particle of land drawn, sold or taken up, to be easily
designated.”*® The situation did not improve with time, however. The

surveving difficulties were complicated b
as 1892
ness, or worse, one lot of land has
have been deeded to three different numbers. In
consequence of such and singular errors, persons frequently settle on, im.
prove and take steps to acquire title to lands supposed to be vacant only to
find out that they have laboured in vain and that they have improved the
property of others, "2
The attorney general was hinting at the possibility of criminal fraud in
the deeding of titles. Charges of land fraud had been made by other public
officials even earlier, The superintendent of Maryland County, J. T. Gibson,
said in 1872 that “for the last 6 or 8 years it has heen custom or practice of
our Land Commissioners to tuke advantage of the ambiguity or malconstrue.
tion of the law defining and regulating their duties and prerogatives and
making the office one of mere individual speculation, to the great detriment
of Government, and injury to the public interest."?S He went further and
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described how the abuses developed. Private understandings. according to
Gibson. were worked out between individuals to outbid all others at public
land auctions conducted by the land commissioner. Once the bid was won,
regardless of the final price. the bidder refused to pay and instead secured the
land at government price in a private sale after ninety days. The land com-
missioner was paid a fee for cooperating in the private sale and not penalizing
the bidder for his original forfeiture.*®

Fraud in the deeding of titles could sometimes be traced to politics.
Land ownership was a basic requirement for the franchise privilege. In 1855
the Court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas convicted forty-one persons
for voting on “false or spurious deeds.” 7 As land in the St. Paul River area
became more valuable economically, the possibility of fraud also increased.
When sugar-cane cultivation flourished, the price of land in the settlements
along the river became exorbitant. This tendency accounts, in part, for the
success of early upriver settlers, who by virtue of their time of arrival secured
the choice land bordering the river. Not only was the soil rich, but the cost of
overland transportation to markets on the coast was greatly reduced.

The Richards Family and Conflict Resolution

In the 1880s two of the sons of Othello Richards, Samuel David and
Wesley Morgan. became embroiled in a dispute over land that both claimed
was given to them by their father. The dispute reached the Montserrado
Court of Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas in 1887. Samuel David Rich-
ards filed a complaint against his brother’s widow, Sarah Richards; and Sam-
uel T. Prout was also named as a defendant in the complaint. since he was
the executor of Wesley Morgan's estate.

The complaint detailed the nature of the dispute from the point of view
of Samuel David Richards. He claimed that his father had verbally distributed
his property among his children. He declared that after his father's death in
1873 all of the children agreed to their share of his property but that Wesley
Morgan then violated the agreement. Wesley Morgan “notwithstanding the
remonstrances of [Samuel David] and other members of the family would
persist and did persist in building his house on a portion of ten acres of the
original homestead that had been allotted to Samuel David.”?8 After building
his home on the disputed property, Wesley Morgan willed to his wife and
children one and one-half acres of Samuel David's original ten acres, on
_which he had “unlawtully”™ built his house. He also willed to his family
twenty-two acres of farmland on Kings Governors plot. although allegedly he
was only entitled to fifteen and two-thirds acres there.

Sarah Richards and Saumuel T. Prout responded to the complaint on
December 11. 1887, The defendants claimed that Othello Richards had made
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no lawful will during his lifetime. They asserted that after the death of
Othello in 1873, Wesley Morgan took up the land and built his house without
any formal objections from Samuel David Richards. They also pointed out
that when Wesley Morgan’s will was probated in 1882, Samuel David Richards
failed to challenge its provisions, although he was aware of the probate pro-
ceedings.®® After lengthy testimony from many witnesses, the court reached
a decision on September 26, 1887.

Judge C. A. Pitman made a reference to a number of key issues in the
suit when he made his ruling. He noted that Othello Richards died intestate
and that no documentary evidence had been presented to the court to sup-
port the claim that the disputed land belonged to Samuel David Richards.
The judge stressed Samuel David Richards’s delay in bringing legal action until
after his brother had died. * . .  the Court says that by his said act of agree-
ment . . . the Plaintiff cannot now claim interference of Equity—He is
estopped.”° Finally, Judge Pitman cited a legal technicality. Samuel David
Richards had alleged that his brother attempted to defraud the heirs of his
sister Nancy and his brother Francis Asbury, as well as himself, The court
pointed out that after naming these individuals, “the plaintiff has neglected
to join them in this suit . . . which neglect is fatal in a case of Equity.”?! I
conclusion, the court ruled that the plaintiff's bill in equity be dismissed
and that Samuel David Richards pay all court costs involved.

Critical to the court’s decision was that Samuel David Richards had
brought suit after the death of his brother and thus had delayed legal action
too long to be credible.®? It is interesting that part of the delay was caused
by an extralegal proceeding that was described in the testimony of the case.
Madison Houston (husband of Nancy Richards) testified that an effort had
been made to settle the dispute locally in Clay Ashland; the Methodist
neighbors of the Richards family had tried to resolve the conflict by con-
ducting a church trial on the matter. Samuel T. Prout offered Samue] David
Richards one hundred fifty dollars for the disputed property in the Clay
Ashland Methodist church. Madison Houston’s description of the trial de-
serves lengthy quotation:

Mrs. Sarah Richards and Miss Addicate Holcomb [sister of Samuel David
Richards’s wife] had had a fuss. Miss Addicate Holcomb said Mrs.
Richards struck her and then sued Mrs. Richards. After she sued Mrs.
Richards the church took Miss Holcomb up for sueing Mrs. Richards;
it was on a Sunday when they all came to church. Mr. Prout came with
her—after they all commenced to talk the Preacher in charge wanted Miss
Holcomb to beg Mrs. Richards pardon for sueing her, and wanted Sister
Richards to acknowledge her wrong for striking her and they all come
together and make the matter up. Sister Richards was willing to beg par-
don and compromise but Sister Holecomb would not come to any com-
promise at all. She said Sister Richards had been telling lies on her and
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Figure 8, Dedication Ceremony for New Baptist Church Building in Clay-Ashland,
Liberia, 1975,

by rank, chain of command, discipline procedures, and uniform responsi-
bilities for all ranks.

The settlements in the St. Paul River area organized volunteer com-
panies (see table 19). These volunteer companies not only mobilized settler
manpower but also provided a means of integrating Africans who lived within
the settler jurisdiction. In 1885 the president’s secretary wrote to the captain
of the Virginia militia on that subject: “'I write by direction of His Excellency
the President to direct that in enrolling the names of Native youth to per-
form Military duty, you will do so impartially, that is, you will enroll a//
who are of the proper age (16 years) and who are sufficiently advanced in
civilization to perform such duties.”*?

Volunteer companies mustered on a regular basis for parades. The
Liberia Herald often published announcements for the assembly of militia
troops.** Regular militia meetings were held to organize activities and handle
administrative details. In 1845 the top militia officers were called together
by the president to make arrangements for a public celebration of the Decem-
ber 1822 Battle of Fort Hill.*® The meeting produced several resolutions
regarding the proposed celebration, including that “any and all mercantile
operations (desist) on that day.”*® The organization of volunteer companies
accomplished more than protection of the outlying settlements from attack.
The militia was a significant means for supporting settler values, developing !
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local leadership, and linking individuals to a structure that was ultimately
controlled by the president in his position as commander in chief of the
militia.

For families like the Richardses life in the upriver settiements involved
many different kinds of associations, Religion, politics, and defense all were
common interests that facilitated the development of strong relationships
outside the family structure. In small communities, resolution of interper-
sonal conflict became an important function of community associations.
Internal unity remained vital to settler communities on the fringe of a poten-
tially hostile environment that the settlers were only slowly able to under
stand. Leadership developed as trade and agriculture began to offer the
foundation for upriver economic viability. The emergence of the St. Paul
River area as a competing central place to Monrovia was in large part a
response to external influences on settler society in Liberia.
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Appendix E/ Sale of Land :
by One Individual to Another

Know all men by these presents. thar 1 Georgiang Elizabeth Moore of the
Settlement of Clay Ashland, County of Montserrado ang Republic of Liberis
party of the first part and Nathanie] A, Doldson of the City of Monrovia,
County of Montserrado and Republic of Liberia party of the second part.
Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of thirty-five dollars
($35.00) lawfu] money of this Republic paid me in hand by the saigd Nathan.
lel A. Doldson_ | the said Georgiana E. Moore have granted bargained, sold
and confirmed and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell and confirm unto
~him the sajd Nathanie] A. Doldson his heirs, Executors, Administors and as.
signs forever all that lot or parcel of land lying and being situated in the City
of Monrovia, County of Montserrado angd Republic and Liberia and bearing
in the authentic records of said City the number 404 and being the S.E. half
of said lot (404) and containing one Eighth of an acre of land and no more
and have the same degrees E. W. N, and S. as all the other town lots haye
Situated in the City of Monrovia. ‘ i
To have and to hold the above bargained and granted premises together
with all the buildings and singular the building and dppurtenances thereof
and thereto belonging to said Nathanie] A. Doldson his heirs, Executors,
Administrators, and assigns. And I the sajd Geurgiann, E. Moore do covenant

The word “forever” over the seventh oy interlined was dope before the
ensealing and delivery of these presents. ;

In witness whereof I the aforesaid Georgiana E. Moore have here unto
Set my hand and seal this 2nd day of May Anno Dominj 1868,
Signed, sealed and delivered ,
in the presence of Georgiana E. Moore

James C Minor
Richard Pinns

Deed Records. Montserrado County, 1865 . Archieves of the Liberian Govern.
ment, Monrovia, Liberia, 3




Appendix F/ Sale of Lang Left
In an Estate of a Deceased

To all persons to whom these presents shall come, I William ¢ Burke of the
town of Clay Ashland and County of Montserrado Executor of the last wil)
and testament of Matthew Ash, lat

¢ east 34 degrees south,
one hundred anq twenty five links, 34 degrees North one
hundred ang twenty-five links to place
quarter of an acre of land and ne more,
To have ang to hold the aforegranted Premises to him the said W, D,
Coleman, his heirs, and assigns to hig and their yse and forever. And [ the
said William ¢ Burke do covenant with the said W.D. Coleman hjs

r of the Lagt Will and Test

hereof | the said William ¢, Burke hath s
this twenty fourth day of January A, p. 1869,

William ¢ Burke
Signed, sealed and delivered ip the presence

’ £ Mazz h
of Isaac James Ash and Preston Freeman Execu or Jor Matthew ol
J. Wiles

Registrar

Deed Records, Montserrado County, 186569, Archives of the Liberian Govern-
ment, Manwvi& Liberia,
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